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The Bishop of Salisbury, the Rt Rev David Stancliffe, blesses the new areas of Downton Primary School. DA9O9P1

By Lesley Bates

the diocese attended the
service, at which the
Bishop of Salisbury the
Rt Rev David Stancliffe,
blessed the new premis-
es, assisted by pupils
who are also members
of the church choir at St
Laurence's in Downton.

It started with Fanfare
for Brass, composed by
Sarah Collins, whose
son liam attends the
school, and performed
by children who are
learning brass instru-
ments.

Headteacher Gillian
Harwood said: "We have
really appreciated the
tolerance and under-
standing of the parents
and the children for the
eight months it's taken
to build.

"We'll be holding an
open day on June 25 and
a special invitation is
being sent to last year's
Year 6, who did so much
work with the architect
on the design.

."They helped to
design_ the school they
wanted, even though
they wouldnt be here to
enjoy it, so we'd like
them to come back to
see how. it has turned
out."

The new accommoda-
tion includes a large,
well-equipped school
hall, with gym equip-
ment, two new class-
rooms, 4n art area and
two smaller teaching
areas.

Other work includes
extensive remodelling of
the original school's
interior.

The building work has
meant cramped condi-
tions for some lessons as
old mobile classrooms
were removed to make
way for the extension.

"h was really
squashed but it was
worth it for a hall like
this," said.Year 5 pupil
Olivia Jennings.

'iI liked it when the
new hall was nearly fin-
ished because it was so
big and everyone looked
so tiny."

School is
bigger and
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even better
WHEN he was a little
boy at Downton
Primary School, Gerry
Read had no way of
knowing that one day
he would return to his
former school with
bricks and mortar in
hand.

But for the past eight
months, Gerry has been
working at the school on
the f750,000 extension
to the original buildine,
which was completed in
April.

Last week, at a special
assembly, the popular
building-site foreman
was Ieft speechless when
he was given a special
thank-you by present-
day pupils.

Year 6 pupils Bryony
Read (no relation) and
Josh Hacker presented
him with a print of a
watercolour of the
school, by Redlynch
arlist Jane Ancona.

Pupils, parents, gover-
nors and special guests
including school
tmstees, PCC members
and representatives of


